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CONFIDENTIAL GENEVA 05984 
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TAGS: PLOS, ID 

SUBJECT: LAW OF THE SEA-AMBASSADOR RICHARDSON'S 
CONVERSATION WITH FOREIGN MINISTER MOCHTAR 

REF: JAKARTA 4928, JAKARTA 3920 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTER MOCHTAR ARRIVED IN GENEVA ON APRIL 16 
AND DEPARTED APRIL 19. AT MOCHTAR'S INVITATION. 

AMBASSADOR RICHARDSON CALLED ON HIM APRIL 18 FOR A GENERAL 
DISCUSSION OF ISSUES BEFORE THE CURRENT SESSION OF THE 

LOS CONFERENCE. THEY ALSO DISCUSSED BRIEFLY THE SITUATION 
IN SOUTHEAST ASIA WHICH IS BEING REPORTED SEPARATELY. 

2. CONFERENCE PROSPECTS: REGARDING THE PRESIDENCY, 

MINISTER MOCHTAR (WHO WILL RETURN TO THE SEVENTH SESSION 
IN EARLY MAY) STATED THAT THE FIGHT OVER AMERASINGHE 
MAY STILL BE HAVING A NEGATIVE EFFECT ON THE CONFERENCE 
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AND THAT IT MAY WELL PREVENT THE SEVENTH SESSION FROM 
MAKING MEANINGFUL PROGRESS. AMBASSADOR RICHARDSON 
STATED THAT HE FELT THAT MODERATES WERE STRONGER AS 
A RESULT OF THE FIGHT OVER THE PRESIDENCY AND THAT 
THIS MIGHT BE CONDUCIVE TO PROGRESS. ESPECIALLY ON 
SEABED ISSUES. MOCHTAR AGREED THAT IT WOULD BE HELPFUL 
IF THE MODERATES WERE STRONGER BECAUSE LAST YEAR 
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THEY WERE COWED BY THE RADICALS IN THE GROUP OF 77. 

IN A WAY, ACCORDING TO MOCHTAR, THE PRESIDENCY FIGHT 
ENABLED THE ASIANS TO DECLARE THEIR INDEPENDENCE FROM 
THE LATINS. AMBASSADOR RICHARDSON CITED KOH AS A EXAMPLE 
OF A MODERATE WHO HAS BEEN QUITE INFLUENTIAL IN THE 
SEVENTH SESSION AND MOCHTAR STATED THAT THE INDONESIAN 
DELEGATION HAS BEEN WORKING CLOSELY WITH KOH. 

MOCHTAR STATED THAT HE HAD BEEN QUITE CONCERNED ABOUT 
THE PROSPECTS OF THE CONFERENCE SINCE READING THE DARMAN 
ARTICLE. THIS ATTITUDE HAS RECENTLY CHANGED BECAUSE OF 
ASSURANCES FROM THE U.S. AMBASSADOR TO INDONESIA THAT 
THE ARTICLE DID NOT REPRESENT U.S. POLICY. AMBASSADOR 
RICHARDSON REAFFIRMED THIS U.S. POSITION AND STATED THAT 
IF A TREATY BECAME IMMINENT HE WOULD WRITE A REBUTTAL 
TO THE DARMAN ARTICLE IN "FOREIGN AFFAIRS". RICHARDSON 
AND MOCHTAR AGREED THAT A RELATIVELY PRAGMATIC ATTITUDE 
NOW PREVAILED IN COMMITTEE I AND THAT AGREEMENT IN THAT 
COMMITTEE WAS CLOSER THAN IT HAD BEEN IN THE PAST. 

3. PRODUCTION LIMITATION: AMBASSADOR RICHARDSON STATED 
THAT THE TOUGHEST PROBLEM FACING THE COMMITTEE I NEGO- 
TIATORS WAS PRODUCTION LIMITATION. HE FURTHER STATED 
THAT ALTHOUGH THE U.S. COULD ACCEPT LESS THAN 100 PERCENT 
OF THE GROWTH SECTOR, THE 50-60 PERCENT FIGURES WHICH 
HAD BEEN PROPOSED WERE FAR TOO LOW. MOCHTAR INDICATED 
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AGREEMENT THAT THE LATTER FIGURES WERE UNREALISTIC. 

4. COUNCIL/ASSEMBLY: AMBASSADOR RICHARDSON STATED THAT 
ANOTHER EXTREMELY TOUGH PROBLEM WAS THE COMPOSITION 
AND VOTING POWERS OF THE COUNCIL AND ASSEMBLY. THE 
EVENSEN TEXT ACCORDING TO AMBASSADOR RICHARDSON WAS 
INDICATIVE OF THE SORT OF COMPROMISE WHICH WOULD 

BE NEEDED TO WORK THIS PROBLEM OUT. MOCHTAR AGREED 
THAT THIS WAS A VERY TOUGH PROBLEM AND REFERRED TO HIS 
IDEA OF LAST YEAR, I.E., THAT THE CREATION OF NEW 
POLITICAL ORGANS WAS UNNECESSARY IN ORDER FOR THE 
ENTERPRISE TO MINE THE SEABED. HE STATED THAT IT WOULD 
BE SUFFICIENT IF GUIDANCE FOR THE ENTERPRISE CAME FROM 
A COMMITTEE OF THE UNGA WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF ECOSOC. 
THE PROBLEM WITH THIS IDEA, ACCORDING TO MINISTER MOCHTAR, 
IS THAT IT'S PROBABLY TOO LATE IN THE CONFERENCE FOR IT 
TO BE EFFECTIVELY SURFACED, ESPECIALLY WHEN MANY 
DELEGATES LIKE THE IDEA OF THE AUTHORITY AND THE 
JOBS WHICH IT WILL CREATE. RICHARDSON 
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